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=" | recently read the results of a poll that said Ggbpularity was up by 12%. It
AsTeR's CerNgr didn't say what it was "up from" or what his totahs. It reminded me of a
k sound-byte on the evening TV news. You know, likeew they are announcing
the latest polls for presidential candidates.

| wonder what it would be like if God had to stdiod election every four years.
Imagine what would happen if every four years wetheough heaven-rigged TV debates crafted by spin
doctors to make God more palatable. God would bsegmted as making a big pitch for our vote, stapdim
his record. As the eternal incumbent he could priesie endless list of accomplishments to impress us

Proclaiming to be the loving God of all people,doeild present "something for everyone." He woularesent
all special interests and lobbies. There would tbéssue too small for him to tackle or any chalkengo large
for him to take on.

Wow! How could you novote for God?

Ridiculous? Of course! God doesn't need our votbedsod. And God doesn't just approach us every fou
years. He's "in office" right now, and affects tiveng of our lives every day. God does not need support to
continue in his official position as God, but heslgaven us responsibilities as "the electorateSde that his
works of love and mercy are carried out duringddministration.

The party he has established to see that thisceng@lished is called The Church. That's where waec. In
a sense we "vote" every time we come together foskip as the people of God. We gather up our sangs
prayers, his Word and Sacraments, to demonstratevh are, indeed, on God's side. How regularlyyateat
the “polls” to “vote” for God with praise, prayena thanksgiving?

Pastor Stees

T HAS Our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service will be Nov. 2% at B5—=l Iy
e 7:00 p.m. Your “admission” to the service will be staptemsfor — T [
local food pantries. We’'ll ask you to individualtying them up to the =
altar area as part of your Thanksgiving offerihgt evening. Thisis ¢ S0Py

good service to which to bring family members whe ésiting for the
Thanksgiving holiday!

. As of 10-28-07, 40 pledges totaling $61,128 and 63
\N}alk Wlth @'M Time & Talent Shegts have been returned. Extra
Pledge Cards and Time & Talent Sheets are on the
Narthex table. Please return them to the silvgr ba
on the table. Thank you!



- Audrey Adams

Attn: ALL YOUTH

We will have a meeting to plan upcoming events on

Sunday, November 4 at 9:00 am

in the Confirmation Class Room.
Be there!!!

Check out our Youth Table
to see all the new events planned!
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We will be going to LOMC (Lutheran Outdoor
Ministry Center) in Oregon on
Saturday morning and stay fc
the day and evening; retur
home for the night; then go bac
to LOMC for the day on Sunday

until 3:00 pm. We will meet at All Saints at 8:00
am on both Saturday and Sunday mornings. | am
not sure when we will return—Ilook for more details
later. Price is $60.00 per person which includes
meals — lunch and dinner on Saturday and lunch on
Sunday. The church will pay half the cost. Please
call Audrey Adams at 815-509-2682 or Dallas
Lawson at 815-393-3325 with any questions and to
RSVP. Plan to be there!!ll
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About 35 people attended our starry night event.
We cooked our hotdogs over the campfire then went
on a hayride, played a few games, made s’'mores
and fruit pies — what a wonderful fun-filled
evening! Join us next year on October 18, 2008!

The next Quilter's meetings are
November 1stand December 6th
We meet a a.m. at the church We
hope you enjoyed seeing the quilts
displayed in the sanctuary on September 30th.
Your generous donations of fabrics and yarn
throughout the year plus the work of many ladie
made this possible.

The 89 quilts, 43 health kits, 3 layettes and 1D
pounds of soap were boxed up on October 4th.
Two days later, Al Olsen and Mel Knodle delivereg
the boxes to Zion Lutheran Church in Rockford tc
be sent to Lutheran World Relief. The donationg
will then be sent to disaster areas all over the
world. Now the storage shelves are empty and W
will do our best to fill them up again this coming
year. There are snapshots of the quilters on the
bulletin board. Please join us on the first Thiass
of each month and help us tie quilts!

- Millie Knodle

A Police recruit was asked during the exam, “What
would you do if you had to arrest your own
mother?” He answered, “Call for backup.”
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Our Craft Sale has come ames
gone. We felt it was a grea’
success. This would not have
been possible without the help of so many people.
We want to especially thank the men who help set
up the tables and carried all our things up from
storage, Mel Knodle, Kirk Kirking, Lloyd Funk,
Gary Asher, Geo Krebs, Dick Johonson, Al Olson,
Bob Branson, and Ken Lapp.

After working monthly for 2 years we were amazed
to see the results of our work on display, | hope y

all saw it. Up to 20 people helped to make the
items. Some came every month, some occasionally
and some did their projects at home. We thank all
of you.

Our efforts brought in over $2000.(exact amount
available later) This money will be spent for items
for the church. In the past we have purchased the
round tables and the chairs in the fellowship hall,
blinds for the pastor's and secretary's office$soA
many items for the kitchen, Serving plates, serving
spoons, seasonal decorations, tablecloths, hasplat



step stools, hand sweepers, back for piano and help cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde. Marvel at America’s

pay for the kitchen remodeling.

Our “meeting” for November will be our
Appreciation Luncheon on November 13 at
11:30 am at the church Our regular schedule —
Second Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am — wil
resume orDecember 11 Our group spends many
hours together, working and enjoying fun ang
fellowship. Why not join us?

-Lois Lapp & Gloria Olsen

November Travelogue
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For all adults — come join us for
the monthly travelogue programs
sponsored by the Loves Park
Rotary. All programs start at:00
pm in the Loves Park City Hall
auditorium which is on the corner
of Walker Ave. and Riverside Dr. by Sand Park
Single admission tickets are $8.00. Please sign
on the bulletin board so we can plan the evening
pool rides, go out to eat together, etc. (If yom'to
wish to go for a meal, sign up anyway so we cahn
save the seats we need for our group.)

Saturday, November 1% is America’s Parklands
by Gary Warriner. “Soar to the heights of Alaska'’s
Denali. Hike the wild beaches and moss-festooned
rainforests of Olympic National Park. Discover the
secret life of sea otters along California’s ccast
explore the spectacular beauty of Lake Powell.
Experience the different seasons of Bryce Canyo
the grandeur of the Grand Canyon.

-

Discover the

treasures from the volcanoes of Hawaii to the tip o
the Florida Everglades.”

Looking ahead . .Save Saturday, February 8, 2008
same time-same place, for “More Stories from the
Holy Lands” by Sandy Mortimer. The programs
are always informative and very well done. Joih us

The book club will meet on
Monday, November 26th at
one o'clock at the church
Carolyn Niederer will lead the
discussion on the book entitled
Abraham's Wellby Sharon Ewell Foster. Linda
Hank will be the hostess. Please join us for
fellowship and a discussion of the book and its
themes. The book can be borrowed from our local
library.

Abraham's Well is the profoundly moving
story of the Black Cherokee--African Americans,
both slave and free--who, along with other native
people, walked the Trail of Tears. It is the stofy
their forced removal from the Southeast to Indian
Territory--modern day Oklahoma--and of the
courage and faith of one woman as she struggles to
overcome her desperate circumstances. And it is
the story of an author who, in researching and
writing, found her own way home.

There will not be a book club meeting in
December. Please join us on November 26th!

- Millie Knodle

The Congregation Council acted at their
October meeting to proceed to the appointment of|a
Call Committee to continue the process of calling a
new pastor. Although the constitution states that
the Call Committee consist of six persons, no more
than three from the Council, it was decided fof
broader representation t-
have all the Committee _ & 239 .
members be non-Counci 4% <2 &2
members. The Council, a
a later date, will receivec
the recommendation of the

Call Committee and also meet and approve a
candidate.

Appointed to the Call Committee are: Melanie
Anderson, Dick Johnson, Kay Johnson, Randy
Mastricola, Carolyn Neiderer, and Pete Raum.
They will have their first meeting omonday,
November 8", 6:30 p.m. At this first session they
will summarize information gathered at the
Visioning Event and complete other information for
our Congregational Profile. When completed this
will be submitted to the Bishop for his considevati

of candidates. Stay tuned!



We plan on welcoming new members on
Sunday, November 8 We have several families

and individuals who hae expressed interest in

becoming members of All Saints. Pastor Stee

would like to meet with all of them at Bew

Members Orientation Session on Sunday,

November 11" at 4:00 p.m. Child care will be

available.

Pastor Stees is in the procesy

@ of contacting “persons of

ﬂ\ﬁ@ interest” but if he hasn't

‘ gotten around to you, please

LeLcome give him a call. (815) 801-
3434

Praise Team News

The worship team is looking for additional voices
and instrumentalists to join in our praise music fo
second service on Sundays. Musicians who plg
drums and guitars  are
especially needed. If you hav
an interest or question, pleas
contact me.

-Dan Danielowski.
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Sunday School News

Thank youCarla Huber for volunteering to lead the
Sunday School kids in music! Under her
leadership, the kids will sing during tH€:30 am
worship service on the fourth Sunday of every
month, beginning November 25.

Do you have a baby monitor that you are no longg
using? The church Nursery could use one to allo
those in the nursery to monitor the service. Yan c

contact Dan Anderson, or drop off the monitor sg
in the room that we use as the nursery.

-Dan Anderson

HELP NEEDED TO ORGANIZE OUR

STUFF!
If you have extra shelving that you are not using

the VBS committee could put it to good use. We

have been accumulating decorations, and suppli
that we can reuse from year to year. We are gjorir
these things in the church basement, but we need
organize our area, and could use shelves, or &0r3
cabinets. Contact Theresa Fitzsimmons or Caroly
Niederer, or drop a note in the church office.
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Thanks!! -Carolyn Niederer

The Giving Tree will soon be going up. This year
they have sent us a couple lists with items needed.
You can take from them or do as you have done in
the past. All items are more than welcome. Don’t
forget the wrapping paper, ribbon and tape. Please
check the bulletin board for ideas. They do NOT
need stuffed animals, Barbie dolls
or Hot Wheels. These will be
delivered to LSSI on December 3
so do your shopping early and
have your gifts in by Dec. 2.

-Marlene Roberts

More Christmas info . . . The
Christmas list for Neighbors residents is posted on
the bulletin board. Write your name next to the
person you will be buying for, take note of thet gif
ideas, sizes, etc. listed, and take a letter exiplg
the details for wrapping, delivery time, etc. (jgus
just below the list of names)

Have you ever wanted to learn to knit?
Want to learn how to make scarves, pot
holders or mittens? If you are interested,
please let Marlene know. Even just a few
is enough for a class.

CHURCH

Not much news this month s§l8 LIBRARY
enjoy a word find puzzle!
- Kathy Burrows I +










Worship Attendance
Oct 8:00 10:30 Total 9:15SS
7 59 64 123 61
14 62 67 129 60
21 65 64 129 54
28 65 62 127 58
Total 508 233
Average 63 64 127 58

Hanging of the Greens is set for Sunday
afternoon, November 25.More details later.
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Deadline for _articles for _the December
Spokesman is November 23 Please email articles
to Carolyn Niederer at rjn2cjn@aol.comr the
church office at allsaints624@hotmail.cdrhanks!

October 15, 2007

Audrey Adams shared her experiences at the Youth

and Family Ministry seminar she attended.

Christian Education reported that guidelines ar
being developed for the church nursery.

(4%

Carla Huber has volunteered to direct musi
activities for Sunday School.

)

The 2008 Budget is in the process of being
developed.

The Stewardship program for the coming year is
under way.

The Building Expansion fund three-year
commitments will be ending soon.  Council
recommended that a new, continuing commitment
be asked for from members.

It was recommended that all church doors be re-
keyed.

Discussion centered around the alarm system and
heating and cooling situations.

Council authorized the appointment of six non-
council members to form the Call Committee.

2007 STEWARDSHIP _ OCTOBER and YEAR TO DATE
General Fund Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund
Monthly| Year to Date Monthly| Year to Date Monthly| Year to Date
Goals 10,861 116,758 4,897 52,638 2,308 24,808
Received 7,761 97,853 3,188 32,729 4,639 29,145
Status -3,100 -18,905 -1,709 -19,909 2,331 4,337

Fair Trade Comes to Byron

On Saturday, November 10, come to the
Byron Public Library between 9 am — 1 pmand
experience Fair Trade shopping. Affordable ang
beautiful items made by craftspeople from
developing nations will be available. Purchase far

yourself or as a gift a hand-carved créche from the
West Bank, Christmas ornaments and baskets fram

across the globe, colorful knit sweaters from Nep

silk purses from Vietnam, etched soapstone bow|s

from Kenya, chocolate made with cocoa beans from
Ghana, fabulous jewelry from Nepal, India,
Thailand, and Indonesia and much, much more.

A program about Fair Trade will be given from
10:00 — 10:30 am in the Library’s downstairs
meeting room.

Fair Trade is a movement that provides
farmers and craftspeople a fair price for the
products they grow or make. It enables working
people who live in developing nations an
opportunity to feed their families, educate their
children and have clean drinking water. It
encourages practice in the principles of democracy
as fair trade items are produced by cooperativas th
are democratically governed. For more information
about Fair Trade or about the program on
November 10, call 815-234-8626.



by Marlene Roberts

THANK YOU'S

As always, if you were on the schedule to help, w
thank you for being there!

Have you noticed the sign on the corner? Thanks
Mike & Jan Sloan for painting the letters and to
Reuben Johnsorfor helping them.

Bob Branson and Reuben Johnsonhave been
working on getting the motion alarm and fire alarn
systems working correctly. Thanks for their many
hours on this project!

Again, | was gone a couple Sundays this month ar
thanks go tcAudrey AdamsandKarol Livingston
for checking everyone in. | think my traveling is
done for another year!

Thanks toAlice AlwardtandLinda Hank for doing
the 3% quarter ZOOM mailing.

The family of Kyle O’Connor would like to
extend their gratitude to the people of All Safiots
your care and concern at the time of Kyle's death.
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CONGRATULATIONS to Randolph and Brenda
(Burrows) Stilson who were married on October
27" at Anderson Gardens.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to Jan Ball on the
death of her sister, Phyllis Ashby, on October 19
and her father-in-law, Harry Ball, on October 20.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Audrey Blobaum, Kathy Burrows Lynn
Turnquist, Tom Amundson, Barb Roberts, Amanda
Papacek, Roger Reimer, Terry Hahlen, Will
Engling, Carol Olson, Lo’Ren Hagie, George
Isberner and Bob Spiegethose witnessing for
peace in Iraq and for the safety of those in oase
military service: Donovan Avery, Brad &
Christina Carter and Gregory Peterson.

PASTORAL ACTS

WEDDINGS

Oct. 6: Bill and Heather (Healy) Lewis

Oct. 27: Randolph and Brenda (Burrows) Stilson
FUNERALS

Oct. 4: Kyle O’'Connor
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| ran into a stranger as he passed by,

“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply.

He said, “Please excuse me too;

| wasn’t watching for you.”

We were very polite, this stranger and I.

We went on our way and we said good-bye.
But at home a different story is told,

How we treat our loved ones, young and old.

Later that day, cooking the evening meal,
My son stood beside me very still.

When | turned, | nearly knocked him down.
“Move out of the way,” | said with a frown.
He walked away, his little heart broken.

| didn’t realize how harshly I'd spoken.

While | lay awake that night in bed,

God's still small voice came to me and said,
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy
you use,

But the children you love, you seem to abuse.
Go and look on the kitchen floor,

You'll find some flowers there by the door.

Those are the flowers he brought for you.

He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue.
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise,
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes

By this time, | felt very, very small,

And now my own tears began to fall.

| quietly went and knelt by his bed;

“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” | said.

“Are these the flowers you picked for me?”
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree.

| picked ‘em because they're pretty like you.
| knew you'd like ‘em, especially the blue.”

| said, “Son, I'm sorry for the way | acted today;
| shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.”

He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay.

| love you anyway.”

| said, “Son, | love you too,

And | do like the flowers, especially the blue.”

- Author Unknown



