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MOVING ON . . . 
 

Shortly before Easter, Bishop Wollersheim asked if I would be willing to serve as 
Interim Pastor at the church in Stockton, IL whose pastor was moving.  Since I 
had served there eight years ago as interim for seventeen months and developed a 
good relationship with the members, I told him I was willing.   As the weeks 
went on the call process at All Saints was proceeding smoothly and it was 
projected that a new pastor would be on board sometime in June.    

 
At the April meeting of the Council I announced this and informed them that I would be concluding my 
ministry with you the end of May.   Of course congregational approval is needed to call the new pastor and that 
meeting is set for May 18th.   If the recommendation of the council is approved by members there will be a few 
weeks gap between June 1st and his arrival date.  We have scheduled supply pastors for those Sundays and 
Pastor Bill Wittig has agreed to be “on call” for any special needs.   
 
Beginning April 21st I began serving part-time at Stockton and will continue to overlap duties at both churches 
until the end of May.  I will be here Sundays and in the office as usual. I have been preaching at Stockton’s 
Saturday evening services. 
 
I have enjoyed my ministry here with you – just a couple of weeks short of one year!  I think your Call 
Committee has done an outstanding job in the selection of a pastoral candidate and I concur with the Council’s 
positive recommendation which will come before you at the special meeting, May 18th.    
 
The Lord be with you, bless and guide you as you enter into a new pastoral relationship. 
 
Pastor Stees 
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The Congregational Council has called a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, May 
18,  5:00 – 7:00 pm.  The purpose of the meeting is to act on the Council’s recommendation to 
issue a pastoral call.  Information about the candidate will be mailed to members before that 
meeting. 
A potluck supper will be part of the evening’s activities so we can “Meet, Greet and Eat”!  
Please bring a dish to pass.  Drinks and table service will be provided. 
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Confirmation Sunday: May 18.  Practice for those being confirmed May 4 at 9:15 am      
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly:  June 13th & 14th – delegates needed! 
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- Audrey Adams 
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The quilters will meet on May 1st and 
June 5th from 9 to 11 a.m.  The time 
together is spent tying three layers of 
materials together with yarn.  The 
quilts are sixty inches by eighty inches.  After 
the comforters are tied, they are taken home and 
machine sewn around the edges.  There are 
approximately 50 quilts finished since we shipped 
to Lutheran World Relief last October.   
The WELCA rummage sale had a chance drawing 
on two quilts and one afghan.  The proceeds of the 
drawing was $102 and given to the quilters. This 
money will be used to buy polyester batting for the 
filler of our quilts. Please join us on the first 
Thursday of the month. 
- Millie Knodle 
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The crafters will meet next on Tuesday, May 13 at 
9:00 am.  We are a fun group.  Please join us! 
All are welcome! 
-Lois Lapp and Gloria Olsen. 
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We will meet on Monday, May 19 at 1:00 pm.  
(Note the date change due to Memorial Day on the 
26th.)  May's book is What She Left for Me by 
Tracy Pederson. If you have questions, contact 
Gloria Olsen. 
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Travelogues will resume in the fall �
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The Sunday School year is winding down, but we 
still have many things happening in the next few 
weeks.   

We are working on new music 
and plan to have the children 
sing during the 10:30 
worship service on May 4th, 
to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of All Saints.   

And we’ll have them sing again and participate in 
some fun end-of-year activities during Sunday 
School and the 10:30 service on May 18th.  This 
will be the last day of Sunday School until Fall so 
we plan to make it especially fun!  

Parents are always welcome in class, and are invited 
to attend the 15 minute opening that we have at the 
beginning of Sunday School each week.  Some of 
the kids in our group could use a little 
encouragement to participate, but most of them are 
so enthusiastic it is a delight to watch.   

Thank you for bringing your 
children to Sunday School.  
Mark your calendars, 
Vacation Bible School is 
planned for July 7-11.   
 

- Danny and Melanie Anderson 
  

 

Speaking of Vacation Bible School . . . .  
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We need a few more station leaders (adults) and 
several crew leaders (teens and adults) We also 
need a co-leader for Squeaky Beakers’ Preschool.   
We will have an informational, organizational 
meeting for VBS volunteers on Wednesday, May 
14th at 7pm at church.  Please join us if you can.  
If you would like more information or you are 
interested in volunteering to help with VBS, please 
contact Carolyn at 815-234-3296, or Theresa at 
815-234-8363. 
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The recent tragedy at Northern Illinois University 
underlines the importance of our Lutheran Campus 
Ministry program in DeKalb.  Pastor Diane Dardon, 
Lutheran Campus Pastor, was on the scene – at the 
hospital with grieving families, with staff and 
students at the Lutheran Campus Ministry Center as 
they sought to sort out the tragic event.  She 
continues to work with those dealing with anxiety 
and grief. 

However, Pastor Dardon’s position, supported 
entirely by the Northern Illinois Synod, is a half-
time position.  Bishop Wollersheim has challenged 
each congregation of the Synod to bring a gift of 
$600 to the Synod Assembly in June to make this 
important ministry a full-time position. 

How can we do it?  It is suggested that when we get 
our Economic Stimulus Rebates in May from the 

IRS that we give a tithe (10%) of 
that amount as a special gift to 
the church for campus ministry.  
An envelope is included for your 
gift. 

 

 

 

 



 4 

�����������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
��  
Have you been asked to lead 
devotions, to give a speech or 
to provide a prayer? Do you 
wish you had a quote to use at 
the beginning, or a bit of wit,  
a one liner or a "zinger" to get 
everyone's attention?  Well, our Library can help 
you out.  The following books are available for your 
use. 

·  Ben Franklin's Wit and Wisdom -  a book filled 
with wise sayings. 

·  The Complete Book of Zingers - an alphabetical 
one sentence of wit and wisdom.  Easy way to 
find just the right attention getter for your 
speech. 

·  The Message Promise Book -  What is God's 
message to us?  This book contains passages 
from the Bible on 80 topics. 

·  Useful Proverbs -  a book of Proverbs listed 
under concept titles, such as Anger, Guidance, 
Friends and Enemies, etc. 

·  Speaking in Stories - Resources for Christian 
Storytellers-  gives practical ideas on how to tell 
relevant stories. 

·  Sayings of Jesus -  What would Jesus Say? -  
topics from Actions to Worry. 

·  Bible Quiz Book -  a book full of questions 
ranging from difficult to easy with even some 
for beginners. 

·  Prayers -  a book of relevant prayers to "Get us 
started". 

·  God Bless America -  prayers for our country, 
leadership, stewardship, justice, service, and 
community. 

·  Prayer is Good Medicine -  How prayer can be 
incorporated into the process of healing. 

·  Prayers for Women's Meetings -  contains 
prayers for all occasions. 

·  Shorter Book of Blessings 

A big thank you is due to Wynette Wilson for the 
huge bag of like-new books; and to Marlene 
Roberts for her contribution.  Also a very big thank 
you for the beautiful shelves and counter top goes to 
Gary Asher and George Krebs. 

Besides all the many books, we have a large 
selection of magazines that are yours for the taking- 
no returns necessary.  There is even a huge 
collection of National Geographic that the students 
may like to use for school projects.  When you are 

done with the magazines, share with a friend or put 
it in the recycling bin. 
Next month we will review books of meditations 
and devotions.  
-Anne Morgart. 
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The MOMS Club of Byron, IL is officially up and 
running!  After a very successful turnout of 24 
mothers and over 40 children at the club’s first 
meeting the need for such a group is clear. 
The MOMS Club is an international support group 
for at-home mothers.   The group meets primarily 
during the day and children are always welcome!  
There are monthly meetings with interesting 
speakers and discussion topics, park playdays, 
outings for mothers or their children, holiday 
activities, and service projects benefiting the 
community.  In addition, the group sponsors the 
following special “activity groups”: Playgroups for 
preschoolers, Babysitting Coop, a monthly MOMS 
Night Out, Healthy Lifestyles/Exercise Club, Lunch 
Club, Scrapbooking Club, Coupon Coop, Book 
Club, Recipe Swap, and Freezer Coop. 
The Byron, IL MOMS Club is specifically for 
mothers in Byron, Chana, Davis Junction, Egan, 
Holcomb, Leaf River, Mount Morris, Oregon, 
Seward, Stillman Valley, and Winnebago.  
Attention at-home moms, for more information 
or to attend our next meeting, please contact 
Tristy King at 815-234-5260. 
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An audit of the church accounts 
was performed April 12, 2008. 
 We selected one month from each quarter and 
inspected every transaction.  All income was traced 
from the Sunday offering forms to deposits on bank 
statements.  We verified that all expenses 
were correctly charged according to the approved 
budget.  We compared every credit and debit on the 
check register to the bank statements.   
We are pleased to report that the records were very 
clear and well organized.  All the money received 
and spent was accurately recorded and in 
accordance with our budget.  It seemed clear to us 
that the mission of All Saints has been faithfully 
served by the stewards of our financial resources. 
- Diane Cassens and Melanie Anderson 

(Church Notes continued on page 7) 
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(Church Notes continued from page 4) 

This and That Around the Church 
We will be recognizing charter members during 
services this Sunday, May 4, in celebration of All 
Saints’ 30th Anniversary!  Plan to attend! 
If you have the interest and the time, Jan Sloan 
would appreciate help keeping the bank weeded.  
Please call her if you can help – or just start pulling! 

All Saints will be delivering Meals on Wheels in 
May.  We still need volunteers for the last week.  
Please give Gary Asher a call if you can help. 
A new alarm system has been installed through out 
the church.  All persons holding keys need to get in 
touch with Bob Branson or Marlene Roberts to get 
your code for entering and leaving.  This has to be 
done before May 11when it will be turned on. 

 Birth Announcements: 
Annabella Marie Barker was born on April 12, 
2008.  Matt & Jill Barker are the proud parents. 
Jim & Kit Reif announce the birth of two new great-
granddaughters, Jocelyn & Evie, on April 17 & 18. 

Update on Troy & Marddi Rahn and family: 
They are enjoying Spain and would welcome any 
visitors!  Their address:     PSC 819, Box 18-57 
                                           FPO AE  09645 
 

Worship Attendance  
April 8:00 10:30 Total   9:15 SS 

6 67 75 142 62 
13 93 65 158 54 
20 88 64 152 52 
27 73 65 138 50 

Total 321 269 590 218 
Average 80 67 148 55 

Reminders: 
Confirmation will be May 18th.  That will also be 
the last day of Sunday School before summer break. 

It’s graduation time!   We like to recognize our 
Middle School, High School and College graduates 
in the June newsletter so if you have a graduate in 
your family, please provide the office with the 
following information: graduate’s name, school, 
future plans.  Thanks! 
Please keep us updated on any service personnel 
who are overseas or who have returned home. 
Deadline for articles for the June Spokesman is 
May 22.  Please email articles to Carolyn Niederer 
at rjn2cjn@comcast.net or the church office at 
allsaints624@hotmail.com. Thanks! 
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April 14, 2008 
·  Carpet and upholstery samples were shown for 

the sanctuary.  Motion was tabled until next 
meeting so people could see samples and submit 
comments. 

·  Call Committee presented their recommendation 
for new pastor.  Motion passed and chairman to 
contact candidate to request his presence at a 
special Council Meeting. 

·  Contacting Byron Bank to refinance present 
mortgage at a better interest rate. 

·  Status of audio/visual time line was presented 
by Mark Hart. 

·  KISS Studios by Dan & Melanie Anderson was 
selected as the company to do the new  photo 
directory to be started this summer. 

 

Special Meeting April 21, 2008 
·  The Call Committee introduced the pastor  

candidate and were then excused.  

·  After discussion that followed a question/ 
answer session, the council approved a motion 
to recommend that the pastor be called to fill the 
position at All Saints Lutheran Church. 

·  A motion was approved to call a Special Con-
gregational Meeting on May 18, 2008 for the 
purpose of approving a call to the new pastor. 

·  A letter from Pastor Stees was presented 
explaining that he has been called by the Bishop 
to be an interim pastor at another church.  His 
last Sunday will be May 25th. 
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2008  STEWARDSHIP     APRIL and YEAR TO DATE  
 General Fund  Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund 
 Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date 

Goals 10,920 46,410  4,616 19,618  2,308 9,809 
Received 8,321 37,416  2,972 12,446  1,877 8,469 
Status -2,600 -8,995  -1,645 -7,173  -431 -1,340 

���������������������
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Byron Food Drive Saturday, May 10 for People Helping People. Leave your non-perishable food goods at the 
base of your mail box for collection by 9:00 am or put them in the collection bin in the post office lobby.   
Volunteers are needed to drive cancer patients to appointments, treatments, etc.  Call Marlene 234-5277 or 
Gary Asher 234-7911 if you can help. 
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . . . 
I thought some one said it was spring?  I guess I didn't 
hear all of it and they said it was coming.  We need to 
remember that April showers bring May flowers-I hope. 
Clean up day started and ended pretty wet but several 
came out and a lot of work was done.   Thanks to all! 
A nice evening was enjoyed by about thirty people at 
LaVigne in Oregon recently.  We sang Happy Birthday 
to  Russ Ekstrom on the occasion of his 90th birthday.  
They even had a cake for him.   Thanks Gary for 
planning a special event.   I heard the next outing may 
be on the Paddle Wheel.  Watch for more details. 
After a busy March, April was rather quiet.  We are 
shifting into high gear again for May.  We will be 
recognizing charter members this Sunday, then Mothers 
Day, baptisms, confirmation and a Special Congre-
gational Meeting and saying good-by to Pastor Stees.  
Check the calendar in the hall – and the Sunday bulletin 
– for times and places of these events.   
What fun the Spring Tea was!  Thanks to all the ladies 
who loaned their china pieces to make the tables look so 
special. The ladies and young girls who wore hats had 
fun looking them over.  Thanks to all who helped in 

presenting this event and a special thanks to Mel 
Knodle, Mike Sloan, Elmer Montgomery and Al Olson for 
being the very distinguished servers. Don't forget your 
"Queenly wave." 
Thanks to all of you who help make Sunday services run 
smoothly.  You are all appreciated a lot. Until next month  

The Church Mouse 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Barbara Matthews, Dick Williams,  Ken & Theo 
Nelson (Pastor Bill Nelson’s father and step-
mother), Mary Raney’s daughter Shelly, Ed Jones,  
Roger Reimer,   Lo’Ren Hagie,  Jack Bull (Laurie 
Raum’s father), Glenda Meyers, Cory Hurd, Spence 
Jensen and Wilbur Strawn, Myrla Schumacher’s 
brother; for those serving in the military: Brad & 
Christina Carter, Gregory Peterson, Rob Irving and 
Marcy Webster (Joyce Niehaus godchild). 

PASTORAL ACTS – none to report in April 

�

SPOKESMAN STAFF :  Editor  – Carolyn Niederer; Interim  Pastor  – Arthur Stees; Secretary  – Carol Vander Wyst 
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 Lois Lapp, Anne Morgart, Carolyn Niederer, Gloria Olsen, Marlene Roberts, Pastor Art Stees 
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I ran into a stranger as he passed by, 
“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply. 
He said, “Please excuse me too; 
I wasn’t watching for you.” 
We were very polite, this stranger and I. 
We went on our way and we said good-bye. 
But at home a different story is told, 
How we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, 
My son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. 
“Move out of the way,” I said with a frown. 
He walked away, his little heart broken. 
I didn’t realize how harshly I’d spoken. 

While I lay awake that night in bed, 
God’s still small voice came to me and said, 
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy 
you use, 
But the children you love, you seem to abuse. 
Go and look on the kitchen floor, 
You’ll find some flowers there by the door. 

Those are the flowers he brought for you. 
He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue. 
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, 
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.” 

By this time, I felt very, very small, 
And now my own tears began to fall. 
I quietly went and knelt by his bed; 
“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” I said. 
“Are these the flowers you picked for me?” 
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree. 
I picked ‘em because they’re pretty like you. 
I knew you’d like ‘em, especially the blue.” 

I said, “Son, I’m sorry for the way I acted today; 
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.” 
He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay. 
I love you anyway.” 
I said, “Son, I love you too,  
And I do like the flowers, especially the blue.” 
- Author Unknown 

 
 


