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| thank my God every time | remember you. Infathg prayers for
=== all of you, | always pray with joy, because of ypartnership in the
BIPAsTeR's CORNER gospel from the first day until now, being confidehthis, that [God]
who began a good work in you will carry it on tawgaletion until the
° day of Jesus Christehiippians 1:3-6

It's great to be here at All Saints Lutheran Churd¥or this | thank God. It's great to be parttioé
community to which we now call home. You haverbgemy prayers as we both go through a time of
transition, but these are exciting times for bai people of All Saints and for me and my family.

As | feel blessed and called by God to serve tluplgehere at All Saints as your second pastorsd al
begin what is my second parish as a pastor. kot #m excited. It is with enthusiasm that | erntes

new partnership in the Gospel with all of you. tAe word “enthusiasm” comes from the Greek words
meaning “in God,” I look forward to our working tetper. So, as you have done here over the past
three decades, may we together continue in thestrynof proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but
let us continue to do so with “enthusiasm” andGad.”

In Jesus’ name,
Pastor Scott Schmidt

Vacation Bible School July"7-11"

9 am to noon Monday — Friday

Vacation Bible School is right around the corned are are
charged with excitement!

We have our supplies, and we thank those who hawvatdd
many of the things we need for snacks. We haviafa af 24 —N

adults and teens to make this a fun experiencallioiWe hope to '-&A}\
have about 50 crew members come for a week of ilgaatbout
how Jesus gives us power. There is still timeemster, and if
you find out at the last minute your child, or seme you know is interested, they can come on
Monday, the ? and can register at 8:30 to join a crew.

If you have questions or want to contact someormialBS, call Carolyn at 234-3296, or Theresa
234-8363



- Audrey Adams
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The quilter's will meet on July 3rc
and August 7th from 9 to 11 a.
Thirteen women worked together i..
June and there was a great deal of work done
those two hours. The quilts are so pretty stacked (¢
the shelves in the storeroom. It gives us a gog
feeling to be with friends and work together tophel
people in need. Thank you for all the generou
donations given to us for our project. Please j@n

whenever you can on the first Thursday of eac
month.

- Millie Knodle

The crafters will meet next chuesday, July 15 at
9:00 am. Please join us! All are
welcome!

-Lois Lapp and Gloria Olsen.
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The book club will be taking the summer off, but
will plan to resume meeting as usual in September.
If you have any suggestions of good books you
have read lately — please bring them to book club.

=

- Carolyn Niederer

It has now been about three months since th
revised security system was installed. Each pers
holding a key to the church has been given

specific, 5-digit code for entering and leaving the

building.

The congregation council discussed the issue a
has decided that the alarm was installed for th
purpose of protecting our assets and will, theesfor

be armed when the building is not occupied.

Recently, several false alarms have been generat

Department. These false alarms have resulted in a
notice from the police that subsequent service for
response to false alarms will be billed at the cdte
$100 per call. A bright orange sign has been place
at each door as a reminder to check the statuseof t
system at the keypad prior to moving about the
building.

If you are a key-holder and need additional
instruction on the use of the security system, ggea
contact Reuben Johnson, Marlene Roberts, or Bob
Branson. If you no longer require access to the
ed puilding, please return your key to Marlene Roberts

which have required response by the Byron Polic
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As a financial necessity, if an individual creates
false alarm and the church is billed for the polics
service, the bill will be passed on to the indiatu
for payment.

U

Friends Night Out

We are planning another evening out with friend
for Friday, August 1 at 6:00 pm at
the Blackhawk Steak Pit in Oregon, IL. Located
near the Maxson Manor restaurant and the Pride
Oregon paddlewheel boat, the Blackhawk Stegk
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Pit serves exquisite steaks, chicken, and seafopd

and is a fun place to visit. We have reserved theli
private room for our evening out. Please sign up
on the bulletin board so we
can confirm our reservation:
closer to the date of the
dinner. If you have any
guestions, please contact Ke
Johnson at 815-262-8789.

We are in the planning stages of our first ever
“Ladies’ Day Out” event at All Saints! On Sunday
afternoon, September 21, 2008 there will be

vendors set up in the Fellowship Hall offering
everything from jewelry to chair massages, purss
to manicures. Save the date and plan to attend for
day of pampering!

If you know of someone
who sells a product they
would like to showcase at
our event, please call Kay
Johnson at 815-262-8789
with their information.

Watch for more information on this fun day in the
August issue of the Spokesman.

The Progressive Dinner is back! This populay
event went by the wayside last year, but due fo
popular demand, we are scheduling it again fg
October 4. If you would like to host one portion of
the dinner, please call Kay Johnson at 815-262
8789.
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School's out. Are the kidd
bored already? Why not visi
our library and pick out a fe

LIBRARY
books for them to read. |

I
might even give you a mucl.

needed rest while they are enjoying their books.
And of course, reading during the summer break
will keep their reading skills on track.

bf For older readers, we have the following:

Letters From Rifka-The Rifka family had to
leave their daughter behind when they fled from
Russia. Find out if and how they met up in the
USA.

Lord, | Have a Question

It's My Life-True to Life Stories for young teens
Are You There, God?

Little House On the Prairie-7 books in the
series by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Anne of Green Gablesa series of 8 books

Sumner Series4 books in the series by
Katherine Applegate

Super Models of the World- 5 books of this
series

Books for grade school & middle school reader:
Because of Winn-Dixie
Charlotte's Web
Beverly Cleary's- The Mouse & the Motorcycle
Stuart Little
Pippi Longstocking {a package of 3)
Thoroughbred books 1-13 of the series
Felicity's Surprise
Riding Academy- Andie Shows O books in
this series
My Fun with Learning-Great stories from
World Literature including: Aesopfables,
Little Red Riding Hood, The Ugly Duckling, The
Velveteen Rabbitrad 22 more great stories.
The Story Bible Series from Guidepo&i8-
stories for youngsters from the Old and New
Testament

| hope this will give you a taste of what we have
available for your children. There will be morexhe

month, but why not stop in the library or check out
the cart soon. Remember, we don't have a due date,
but try to return them in a timely manner.

-Anne Morgart.



An Open Housewvas held in honor of Jim Wilcox
on June 29. Jm will be leaving the Policg
Department for medical reasons but will still bg
active in community affairs.

Wedding Announcement The wedding ceremony
for Dawn Niehaus (daughter of Tom & Joyce
Niehaus) and Sgt D. J. Gile will be held on July 4
at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Dubuque, IA.

NEW COMMITTEE to be formed. Anyone

interested in being part of a new “Green
Committee”, please see Marlene or any counc
member.

WANTED: Lawn Mowers and 10:30 am Coffee
Hour Hosts. The church provides the machines ar
gas for mowing. The list for 10:30 am coffee haur i
mighty slim! Please volunteer to provide treatd an

serve coffee/lemonade after the 10:30 am service.

See Marlene if you can help in either of thesesarea

nd

Reminders:

Please keep us updatedn any service personnel
who are overseas or who have returned home.

Deadline for articles for the August Spokesman
is July 24 Please email articles to Carolyn
Niederer at_rjn2cjin@comcast.netr the church
office at allsaints624@hotmail.comhanks!

Worship Attendance
June 8:00 10:30 Total
1 63 43 106
8 56 70 126
15 58 40 98
22 54 42 96
29 70 62 132
Total 301 257 558
Average 60 51 112

June 9, 2008

Opened a three year $2500 CD with Mission
Investment Fund.
Mom's Club no longer meeting here.

Bible School material ordered and teachers
being recruited. Will begin setting up before
July 7" start.

A "Good Neighbor" bar-b-q is in the planning
stage for fall.

Commonwealth Edison has given suggestions
on energy savings. Plans to start a "Green
Committee" are being formed.

Several kids are going to go to LOMC camp this
summer.

Mary Raney and Audrey Adams are voting
members to the Synod Convention.

Pastor Scott's first day will be June 26th and
first Sunday to preach June 29th

2008 STEWARDSHIP

JUNE and YEAR TO DATE

General Fund Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund
Monthly| Year to Date Monthly| Year to Date Monthly| Year to Date
Goals 13,650 70,980 5,770 30,004 2,885 15,002
Received 10,183 56,811 3,286 18,883 1,863 12,576
Status -3,467 -14,169 -2,484 -11,121 -1,022 -2,426

The Habitat/Thrivent Builds project is well undeawin Mt. Morris. The Big Build was 6/21 & 22. dinyone

is wiling to

work

or

provide

christine.scheffler@thrivent.com.

meals,

contact

Chimgt Scheffler

(815)

440-8746,










GOSPELFEST

FEATURING TALENT FROM LOCAL CHURCHES AND
“THE ASSEMBLYMEN"
AN EVENING OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND INSPIRATION!

THURSDAY, JULY 10 AT 6:30 PM
FRONT LAWN OF NEIGHBORS NURSING HOME

Bring a lawn chair and join in with the singingyafur favorite hymns and choruses.
(Rain Site: United Church of Byron)

ICE CREAM SOCIAL TO FOLLOW

Sponsored by Byron Area Churches and Neighborsiigyiisome

REMINDER: Those providing special music need tavar at Neighbors by 6:00 pm on
Thursday for sound checks.

ALL BAKED GOODS must be delivered to Neighbors byO@N on Thursday in
DISPOSABLE PANS and requiring NO REFRIGERATION. EASE!

(submitted by Knodles)
Teacher: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we didn’t have ten years ago.
Winnie: Me!

Teacher: Now Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating?
Simon: No sir, | don't have to. My Mom is a good cook.

FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . .. very big THANK YOU to Pastor Marie of UCC
June has been rather quiet month compared to church for stepping up and helping out at the
some. | knew something would come up that | funeral of Dennis Haye. Helping is what it is all
would have to really put my thinking cap on for. about. Along with her | also wish to thank Pastors
And of course it did! But every thing fell intogae Bill Wittig, Leo Paterson and James Harbough for
and all things went very smoothly. | want to gave | filling the pulpit on those Sunday's we were withou
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pastoral careAnd not to be without a big thanks to
each of you that stepped up and just did what yqu
saw had to be done without being @skOr if you

were asked you all did your job and | never gawe it
second thoughtThanks so very much. It really has
made my job a lot easier. The new projectorsrare
and Mark Hart has been in his glory trying to figur
them out. He has moved the speakers {no ea
task} with Dick Johnson's help and they put up th
second screen. If you were unaware, when the

v V)

screen came in over a year ago it was damaged.

Just a dent but we paid for agood ofde
company agreed to replace it and did not want the
dented one back. Lucky for us we got two for thg
price of one. Now we just need a cover over thi
one like the other one. Wonder who will get tha
done?!? It has taken time but it is going togethe
By the looks of things in the halls | do believasit

getting time for Bible School to start. Don't fetg

to help with food items this &k so they are all

ready to go. Oh, yesWe really are low on items

for our share of Gospelfest. Just a simple calenin
aluminum pan is all they need. If you have nevs
gone to the Gospelfest it is great fun and a aohan
to see other people form area churches. Bring your
chair and go on down to the Neighbors and enjoy an
evening of singing the old hymns. See you there!
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Until next month ... The Church Mouse

PRAYER CONCERNS
Kathleen Combs, Barbara Matthews, Jean
Whipple, Mary Raney’s daughter Shelly, Ed Jones,
Roger Reimer, Spence Jensen, Rodney Marean
(Sylvia Richardson’s brother), Jack Cambier and
Cheryl Book. We pray also for those serving in the
military, especially Steve Huber, Alex Schmidt,
Brad & Christina Carter, Gregory Peterson, Rob
Irving and Marcy Webster.
We extend Christian Sympathy to the following
families:
Dennis & MaryJo Cassenson the death of
cousin, Josh Leenerts
Jean Whipple & family on the death of Carol
Johnson, Jean’s sister.
The Haye Familyon the death of Dennis Haye,
son of Robert & Donna Haye

PASTORAL ACTS
Baptism on June 8, 2008

Benjamin Martin Charbonneat born on 1-15-08,
son ofChris & Melinda (Cattell) Charbonneau

SPOKESMAN STAFF : Editor —Carolyn Niederer; Parish Coordinator —Marlene Roberts; Secretary —Carol Vander Wyst
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| ran into a stranger as he passed by,

“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply.

He said, “Please excuse me too;

| wasn’t watching for you.”

We were very polite, this stranger and I.

We went on our way and we said good-bye.
But at home a different story is told,

How we treat our loved ones, young and old.

Later that day, cooking the evening meal,
My son stood beside me very still.

When | turned, | nearly knocked him down.
“Move out of the way,” | said with a frown.
He walked away, his little heart broken.

| didn’t realize how harshly I'd spoken.

While | lay awake that night in bed,

God's still small voice came to me and said,
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy
you use,

But the children you love, you seem to abuse.
Go and look on the kitchen floor,

You'll find some flowers there by the door.

Those are the flowers he brought for you.

He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue.
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise,
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes

By this time, | felt very, very small,

And now my own tears began to fall.

| quietly went and knelt by his bed;

“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” | said.

“Are these the flowers you picked for me?”
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree.

| picked ‘em because they're pretty like you.
| knew you'd like ‘em, especially the blue.”

| said, “Son, I'm sorry for the way | acted today;
| shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.”

He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay.

| love you anyway.”

| said, “Son, | love you too,

And | do like the flowers, especially the blue.”

- Author Unknown



