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The gifts [God] gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.  Ephesians 4:11 

You are a saint, not simply because you can claim a connection to All Saints 
Lutheran Church.  Martin Luther said we are 100% saint and 100% sinner at the 
same time.  So, yes you are a saint in God’s eyes, but simply because of Christ 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  We cannot and will never earn such sainthood.  It is a gift from God. 

From this eternal gift from God then flows our individual gifts that are for building up the body of Christ.  It 
then becomes the Church’s responsibility to equip each of you, the saints.  Each of us at All Saints Lutheran 
Church “must help as many members as possible to discover their spiritual gifts.” 1  Then fully equipped, “they 
can participate actively in the mission of Jesus Christ in the World.” 1   

I already can see many God given gifts in our congregation.  As our new pastor this excites me, but we must 
remember that another’s gift may not be the same gift that you or I have to share.  In fact that other person may 
share a gift which you or I personally don’t possess, but in Christ we can live and worship together, sharing our 
variety of gifts and approaches to ministry.  We do so for the common good, but we especially do so to the 
glory of God. 

Someone once shared with me a good parable on this topic.  Look at your hand.  Each finger is different.  In 
fact, the companion fingers on the other hand are even a little different.  God also created us that way.  Then 
over time, sometimes our fingers see changes due to the years or to unfortunate injury or ailments. 

Likewise, God has created each of us with unique gifts to share for the common mission of God.  These gifts 
come with different ideas and ways of doing things, and sometimes those very gifts change over time or are 
missing all together.  This makes life in the Church a blessed challenge at times, but with patience and 
understanding, the Church is called to equip, encourage and support these differing, individual gifts to build up 
the body of Christ.  Like the hand, we celebrate how each finger, each person, is uniquely important and is 
needed.   

In Jesus’ name, 
 

Pastor Scott Schmidt 
1 From Ten Objectives for Effective Congregational Ministry   
 

SOMETHING NEW AT ALL SAINTS!   Pastor Scott will be having 
“Story Time” for preschoolers and early grade-schoolers on Thursdays, August 7 and 14 at 
10:00 - 10:45 am in the library. One of the first books he will be reading is The Chronicles 
of Narnia - the  Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  Snacks will be provided during 
“intermission”.  Parents – stay and enjoy the stories with your children or use the time to run 
errands.  See you in the library!! 
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- Audrey Adams 
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The quilters will meet on August 7th 
& September 4th from 9 to 11 a.m.  
Sixteen ladies came to help make 
quilts in July.  Lots of work was done 
that morning.  Comforters were tied, sheets were 
measured and cut for backings and many squares 
were cut to make pretty quilt tops.  Donations of 
sheets have increased as ladies go to garage sale and 
look for good fabric for our project.  A sewing 
machine has been donated by Gloria Olsen.  We 
will use that at the church on the mornings that we 
meet.  We appreciate all the donations of fabrics 
and sheets by members of our congregation and 
your friends that learn about our work through you. 

Five quilts were donated to the Leaf River 
Methodist youth group that traveled to Tennessee in 
July.  This group did a week’s worth of service 
projects for people in need.  The quilts were 
gratefully accepted to help out people in our own 
country.  In October, we will be sending our quilts 

to Lutheran World Relief.  Our goal is to send one 
hundred this year.  Please join us whenever you can.  
- Millie Knodle 
����
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COFFEE AND GOODIES SERVED AT TEN ! 
You ask . . . Where do you find this 
tasty treasure? Tuesday, August 12th 
at 9 am in the social hall.  The 
crafters will be busy assembling, 
creating, and generally having a fun 
time while making items to be sold at the next 
bazaar. If you like to get together with others, 
consider yourself invited regardless of skill level. 
No one is ever turned away for lack of skill! 
- Linda Hank 
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The book club will resume meeting as usual in 
September – the fourth Monday at 1:00 pm. 
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Saturday, August 2, 11:30 am - 3:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Greet the Pastor’s wife, Trish ~ 
Get to know someone new ~ Meet someone who 
goes to another service!  Bring a salad to pass.  
Table service, rolls, dessert and drinks will be 
provided.  Ladies and girls only!  Casual dress. 

Sunday School News 
The Gospel calls us to teach and learn!  The All 
Saints Sunday School classes begin again on Rally 
Day, September 7, 2008.  We meet from 9:15-
10:15 every Sunday, ALL are welcome! 
The Adult Sunday School Bible Study group led by 
Bill Runnion will continue this year, meeting in the 
conference room.  All are welcome every Sunday.  
If you attend every week you will be continuing 
your study of the gospels and history of the 
Lutheran church.  Even if you can only attend 
occasionally, you will be able to learn and 
contribute to the discussion.  It is not necessary to 
attend every week. 
More information about the confirmation classes for 
7th-8th graders will be available separately.   
All children through 6th grade begin in the 
sanctuary for ten minutes of music led by Pete 
Raum, and an opening discussion led by Dan 
Anderson.  Then they break into groups and move 
to classrooms in the new wing.  Preschoolers and 
Kindergartners are taught by Theresa Fitzsimmons, 
Julie Christian, and Karol Livingston.  1st and 2nd 
Graders are taught by Carolyn Schlagel and Jodie 
Miles.  Dan Anderson leads the 3rd and 4th 
Graders, and Pete Raum works with the 5th and 6th 
Graders. 
In keeping with our mission, to know God and to 
make Him known to others, we strongly encourage 
everyone to get involved.  If you are interested in 
teaching or helping, please call Danny or Melanie 
Anderson (815-962-5857).  There will be a 
planning meeting for all teachers, helpers, and 
interested parents 
from 5:30-7:30 pm 
on Wednesday, 
August 6. 

- Melanie Anderson 

����������		
����


�������������		
����


�������������		
����


�������������		
����


���

	������
	������
	������
	������ �
The Progressive Dinner will be 
held on Saturday, September 20 
beginning at 5:00 pm!  A 
planning meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, August 6 at 7:00 pm 
at the church.  If you would like to host a portion of 
the dinner, or partner up with someone else, please 
plan to attend.  Details of the dinner and an 
attendance sign-up sheet will be posted on the 
bulletin board after the planning meeting.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Kay Johnson at 
815-262-8789. 

New Carpet!  
The new carpet and chair upholstery fabric has been 
ordered for the sanctuary.  Installation date is 
planned for August 25.  We are in need of a few 
(many!) handy people to help with the chair 
refurbishment.  We will be moving all of the chairs 
out of the sanctuary on Sunday afternoon, August 
24 in preparation for the removal of the old carpet.  
Starting on August 25, we will be removing the old 
fabric, oiling the wood on the chairs, and recovering 
the chairs with the new fabric.  Many hands will 
make short work of this task!  If you have a cordless 
screwdriver or heavy-duty electric stapler, please 
bring them with you.  We will be working in shifts 
– from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm and 5:30 pm to 9:00 
pm.  From 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm we will be providing 
dinner for all of the workers.   

The week before, we need ladies (and men!) who 
have rotary cutters and large quilt boards to help 
pre-cut all of the fabric.  Please sign up on the 
bulletin board for your desired time slot.  If you 
have any questions, please call Kay Johnson at 815-
262-8789 or Jan Sloan at 815-234-2610. 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this 
sanctuary beautification project!    
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Due to a scheduling conflict, the date for our 
Ladies Day Out event has changed to Sunday, 
November 9, 2008 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  
Mark your calendars for this day of fun!  Vendors 
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offering everything from jewelry to food products 
to manicures will be there to pamper you and help 
you with your Christmas shopping!  Watch for 
further details in the upcoming issues of the 
Spokesman.  If you know of someone who offers a 
service or product that 
would like to be a part of 
this event, please call Kay 
Johnson at 815-262-8789 
with their name and phone 
number. 

- Kay Johnson 
 
 
Northern Illinois Synod  June 2008 

�����������������������
This is the theme for serving God that was stressed 
this year.  I attended forums that taught us how to 
do this.  The forum on Anti-Racism / Multi-Cultural 
stressed that importance of churches providing 
services for people in the area that the church is 
located.  The forum on Opening the Book of Faith 
encouraged us to become more fluent in the first 
language of faith, the language of the scriptures.  
The forum on Human Sexuality explained that the 
statement that will be made in 2009 will cover more 
than same gender sexuality and will also address 
other human sexuality needs and understanding. 

If you have never attended a Synod meeting, I 
encourage you to do so.  You will gain more 
knowledge of the church and how it operates. 

- Mary Raney 
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Something New!  Check out 
the article on the front page 
about the new “Story Time” 
program in August! 

I would like to thank Kathy 
Burrows for God Sends an Angel –personal stories 
of “heavenly intervention” and Pastor Scott for 
Christian Caregiving-A Way of Life, a great 
addition to our self-help collection.  We thank Steve 
Jones for several years of National Geographic. 
And there is a huge thank you to Christi Johnson for 
a box full of books most of which look brand new.  
Check them out on the bottom shelf of the cart.  
There are many children’s books including a book 

of 3D holographic Bible Stories as well as 
inspirational romance novels and meditations for 
women in the church, new moms, busy moms, and 
even an inspirational way to lose weight. 

Check out these new books and stop in the Library 
to see what CDs, DVDs, VCR tapes, magazines 
(yours for the taking), and marvelous books are 
available to you. 
-Anne Morgart. 

Lutheran World Relief  
We are once again collecting items for Lutheran 
World Relief.  These items will be collected during 
August and September, and sent to Lutheran World 
Relief the first week of October.  Items needed are: 

For Layettes:  shirts or onesies, gowns or sleepers in 
sizes up to 24 months.  Receiving blankets.  Gently 
used, clean items can be substituted for new. 

For Health Kits:  dark color hand towels, 
dark color washcloth, bath-size bar soap 
in it’s original packaging, metal nail file 
or nail clippers with file attached, ½ or ¾ 

inch Band-Aids (or similar brand).  If you provide 
all of these items, please wrap the smaller items in 
the washcloth and wrap the washcloth with the 
remaining items in the towel and tie securely with 
ribbons or yarn.  Do not place them in zip lock bags 
or other plastic packaging. 
We are also collecting additional bars of soap.  
Please bring bath-size bars in their original 
wrapping.   
Boxes will be placed in the Narthex for collection 
of these items.  Thank you for helping those in 
need! 
If you have any questions, please contact Millie 
Knodle at 815-234-2444. 

������������	 �
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!  Jim Morgart, 
David Adams and Pastor Scott have been hard at 
work sprucing up our website – updating 
information, adding fun stuff . . . . Take a look! 

http://www.allsaintschurchbyron.org 

HELP!  Jan Sloan could really use some help 
keeping the bank along Rte 2 weeded.  If you have 
some time or if you know of any group or club - or 
high school student - that could do this as a 
community service project, please call Jan at 234-
2610.   
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��   Tom & I want to thank all of 
you for praying for Shelly Fillmore, our daughter.  
She was diagnosed with breast cancer in January 
2008.  She has completed her 8 chemo treatments.  
All the treatments went well.  She is completing her 
30 radiation treatments in August.  Shelly’s health 
stayed good through it all.  She kept a positive 
attitude and held onto her spiritual faith.  Tom & I, 
Shelly and her children know that all of your 
prayers are what gave us the faith and courage we 
needed to fight the battle.  Thanks be to God for 
answering prayers! 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.”                                                 Psalm 46:1 

Peace be with you.   Tom & Mary Raney 

LOST & FOUND:  A brown coat has been hanging 
on the coat rack since spring.  If no one claims it by 
August 15, it will be donated 

 

Reminders: 
Please keep us updated on any service personnel 
who are overseas or who have returned home. 
Deadline for articles for the September 
Spokesman is August 21.  Please email articles to 
Carolyn Niederer at rjn2cjn@comcast.net or the 
church office at allsaints624@hotmail.com. 
Thanks! 
 

Worship Attendance  
July 8:00 10:30 Total 

6 63 52 115 
13 68 44 112 
20 60 70 130 
27 56 63 119 

Total 247 229 476 
Average 62 57 119 
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July 14, 2008 
·  All monies from Weight Watchers, A.A. group 

or any monies from persons using facility 
should to into Facilities Maintenance account.  
Memorial monies will go into General Savings. 

·  Website may be changed to a different site to 
get it up and going. 

·  Byron Chamber membership was discussed.  
This would be good for advertising and web 
links.  Also Community Hostess (a “Welcome 
Wagon” to new residents) can be to our benefit.  
Looking into ads in “GO” section of RR Star. 

·  Suggested next year we make a line item in next 
year’s budget for Augsburg Fortress Website to 
be able to get bulletin information. 

·  September 14 is set as installation day. 

·  VBS was a great success.  Sunday School is 
getting set up with Rally Day on September 7. 

·  An additional $1000.00 will be paid on the 
mortgage this month. 

·  Stewardship will be getting underway soon. 

·  A “Neighborhood” Bar-B-Q is in the planning 
stages for fall but may postpone until spring. 

·  Both speakers are relocated. 

·  Per-mar is still not finished.   

·  Adams Pest control called to spray for ants. 
Also gave estimate for yearly spraying. 

·  Green Committee is a way of studying issues 
within the church to become energy efficient. 

·  New quotes for garage to be obtained. 

·  Questions arose in regard to using basement as 
Tornado Shelter when it is locked.  Will be 
looked into. 

·  A dinner out is planned for Aug. 1.  Plans for a 
Progressive Dinner are underway. 

·  Youth Group is making fall plans for a hayride.  
A dinner for a fund-raiser is also being planned. 

·  Council Meetings will start at 6:00 pm instead 
of 7:00 pm from now on. 

 
2008  STEWARDSHIP     JULY and YEAR TO DATE  

 General Fund  Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund 
 Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date 

Goals 10,920 81,900  4,616 34,620  2,308 17,310 
Received 8,388 65,199  2,843 21,726  1,539 14,115 
Status -2,532 -16,701  -1,773 -12,894  -769 -3,195 
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Power Lab – VBS was a great time!  We had a full group of crews – 
eight crews in all (about 40 students)!  And we had a dozen preschoolers in the 
Squeaker Beaker Preschool.  There were 30 volunteers though out the week who made 
this a success for everyone.  We learned a Bible point each day about how Jesus giving 
us power.  Bible stories included: Jesus healing the 10 lepers, giving sight to a blind 
man, giving courage to walk on water, Jesus dying and coming back to life, and the 
Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost.  We had yummy treats each day and had a blast 

playing games, making crafts, learning songs, seeing the Chadder video and getting a Bible Buddie each day 
and seeing the Bible stories become real.  Lots of Huge Thank Yous go out to all of you that helped, donated, 
prepared, and attended.  The students decorated soccer balls which will be distributed through the International 
Bible Society with books to children in South Africa as a mission project.  We also want to thank everyone for 
their patience with our group who pretty much took over the church for the week of Power Lab.  We were so 
glad to have most of the volunteers return to help us and were happy to welcome newcomers.  We already are 
looking to next year, probably July 13 – 17, 2009. 
- Carolyn Niederer 
 

������������
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NEW MEMBERS so far this year 
Steve Schmidt became a member of All Saints on March 9, 2008.  He enjoys 
fishing, golf, gardening and travel. 

Gerald and Polly Zeibert transferred their membership from United Church 
of Byron on March 9, 2008.  Gerald is a Director of Construction at Star 
General Contractors and enjoys hunting and fishing.  Polly is a realtor with 
Whitehead Realtors and enjoys antiques and reading.  They have two 
daughters – Paige, age 16 and Eden, age 14.   

Pastor Scott and Patricia Schmidt After nine years in his first call at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Manlius, IL, Pastor Scott now serves as All Saints' second 
pastor in our 30 year history.  Trish is a sixth grade social studies teacher in 
Mendota.  Adam (age 24) also makes Byron his home and is in management 
training with a chain of Verizon authorized retail stores.  Alex (age 19) is in 
the Illinois Army National Guard and is preparing to deploy to Afghanistan. 
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Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Fundraising Event:    August 9, 2008, 5:00 – 9:00 pm 

LOMC is hosting a Hog Roast.  Come for Fun, Food and Fellowship.  1834 S. IL Rt. 2, Oregon, IL   Free 
Will Donation.  For more information, contact Russ Senti at 815-732-2220 or sentirj@aol.com. 

JUMP Concert at LOMC:  Saturday, August 23, 10 am – 10 pm. 
A Concert Event Benefiting the Widening the Circle Project.  Twelve hours of Music, Fun, Fellowship and 
Faith at Lutheran outdoor Ministries Center!  Tickets are available on line (www.JumpMusicFest.org) or 
from Audrey Adams for $10.  They will be $15 at the door.  Music guests include:  Peder Eide, Agape, 
Lightswitch, Two Cent Offering, Bethany Youth and Adult Choirs, Electra 225, 35 Degrees East and More!   

Lutheran Marriage Encounter: October 17 – 19, 2008, 7:15 pm Friday to 5:30 pm Sunday 
      April 17 – 19, 2009, 7:15 pm Friday to 5:30 pm Sunday 
DoubleTree Hotel, Schaumburg, IL (3/4 mile west of Woodfield Mall on east side of I-290)  Marriage 
Encounter Weekends have helped married couples turn their “good” marriages into “better” marriages.  For 
more info, visit www.NorthernIllinoisLME.org or contact Dave & Jean Dobbelstein at 847-839-3546. 

Steve Schmidt 
6077 Skinner Road. 
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 
815-234-3121 

Gerald & Polly Zeibert 
Paige and Eden 
9841 N. Blaine 
Byron, IL  61010 
815-234-2427 

Pastor Scott & Trish Schmidt 
Adam and Alex 
1016 Kingsway Lane 
Byron, IL  61010 
815-406-8045 home 
779-537-4811 Pastor Scott cell 
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . . . 
The last month has been very exciting and very 
eventful.  On June 29th we welcomed Pastor Scott 
and his wife Trish to our congregation.  After 
several Sundays of name tags, he is getting the faces 
and the names with the right people.  He fit right in 
at the office with Carol and Marlene as he is a good 
coffee drinker! Stop in and have a cup with us and 
get to know Pastor if you haven’t done so. 
Our church helped out this month with the Habitat 
for Humanity House in Mt. Morris.  We took coffee 
and donuts over early and then provided lunch.  
Randy Mastricola, Marty Bergmark and Pastor 
Scott helped out with the house and Audrey Adams 
and Stephanie Seaworth supplied food.  Thanks to 
all of you helping for a very worthwhile project. 
On that same day, Randy & Alice Mastricola 
became grandparents!  We even got to see a picture 
of him by phone at only an hour old! 
Amy Harn has been hired as the choir director at 
the Byron Middle School and High School for this 
coming year.  Also Craig Mathers has been hired as 
new Superintendent of Schools in the Mr. Carroll 
area district.  Congrats to both!  The Mathers will 
be moving to the Mt. Carroll area soon.  We will 
miss them and wish them good luck. 
Lots of things are coming up in the next few weeks 
– dinner out, luncheon, new carpeting, photo 
directory and the installation of Pastor Scott.  Mark 
your calendar so you don’t miss anything! 
Thanks to Karol and Nicole Livingston for helping 
Jan Sloan with weeding the bank;  to Mark Hart 

for cleaning the fan, and for moving the speakers 
and mounting the other screen with the help of Dick 
Johnson.  Thanks to others for mowing and 
watering, putting a new cover on the banners, 
donating scaffolding and for doing many other 
necessary jobs around the church.  I don’t always 
get wind of things until after my report has gone in, 
but all your help is greatly appreciated! 

Until next month . . .   The Church Mouse 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Barbara Matthews, Jean Whipple, John 
Hunsaker,  Mame Cooper (Jan Sloan’s mother), 
Bill Berglund (Lois Lapp’s brother), Mary  Raney’s  
daughter  Shelly,  Ed Jones,   Roger Reimer,    
Dessie Whitlow, Greg Zoellick (Kathy Burrows’ 
brother), and Maralyn Johnson (Reuben’s aunt). We 
offer a prayer of thanksgiving for Kathleen Combs’ 
successful surgery and continued recovery.  We 
pray also for those serving in the military, 
especially Steve Huber, Alex Schmidt, Brad & 
Christina Carter, Gregory Peterson, Rob Irving and 
Marcy Webster. 

PASTORAL ACTS  
Baptism 
July 20, 2008:  Emma Katie Hundertmark, born on 
March 31, 2008, daughter of Katie Barber  and 
Joseph Hundertmark. 
Wedding 
July 12, 2008:  Steve & Annette (Leombruni) Jones 

�
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I ran into a stranger as he passed by, 
“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply. 
He said, “Please excuse me too; 
I wasn’t watching for you.” 
We were very polite, this stranger and I. 
We went on our way and we said good-bye. 
But at home a different story is told, 
How we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, 
My son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. 
“Move out of the way,” I said with a frown. 
He walked away, his little heart broken. 
I didn’t realize how harshly I’d spoken. 

While I lay awake that night in bed, 
God’s still small voice came to me and said, 
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy 
you use, 
But the children you love, you seem to abuse. 
Go and look on the kitchen floor, 
You’ll find some flowers there by the door. 

Those are the flowers he brought for you. 
He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue. 
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, 
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.” 

By this time, I felt very, very small, 
And now my own tears began to fall. 
I quietly went and knelt by his bed; 
“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” I said. 
“Are these the flowers you picked for me?” 
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree. 
I picked ‘em because they’re pretty like you. 
I knew you’d like ‘em, especially the blue.” 

I said, “Son, I’m sorry for the way I acted today; 
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.” 
He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay. 
I love you anyway.” 
I said, “Son, I love you too,  
And I do like the flowers, especially the blue.” 
- Author Unknown 

 
 


